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DAMARIS MARÍA VARGAS VÁSQUEZ 
Curriculum Vitae 

 

Justice of the Supreme Court of Justice of Costa Rica | Vice President of the Supreme Court  
San José, Costa Rica  |  +506 2295 4995  |  dvargas@poder-judicial.go.cr | magvargasvas@poder-judicial.go.cr 

PROFESSIONAL PROFILE 
Costa Rican jurist with more than thirty years of judicial service. She currently serves as Justice of the First 
Chamber of the Supreme Court of Justice of Costa Rica and as Vice President of the Supreme Court. Her 
experience combines judicial adjudication, institutional leadership, legal reform, university teaching, and regional 
representation. 

Throughout her career, she has held positions ranging from trial-level specialized adjudication to senior judicial 
governance. Her work has focused on agrarian, environmental, civil, and administrative justice, as well as access 
to justice, judicial modernization, and the strengthening of institutional capacity. 

She has also developed a strong regional and international profile in environmental justice, human rights, judicial 
governance, and protection of vulnerable populations, while contributing to legal scholarship and legislative 
reform in Costa Rica. 

 

AREAS OF EXPERTISE 
• Environmental justice 
• Agrarian law 
• Civil and administrative justice 
• Access to justice and human rights 
• Judicial governance and institutional strengthening 
• Procedural reform and judicial modernization 
 

CURRENT POSITIONS 
• Vice President of the Supreme Court of Justice of Costa Rica (2023-2027) 
• Justice of the First Chamber of the Supreme Court of Justice of Costa Rica (2020-2028) 
• Member of the Superior Council of the Judiciary (2023-2027) 
 
 



2 

PREVIOUS JUDICIAL AND INSTITUTIONAL EXPERIENCE 
• Alternate Justice of the First Chamber of the Supreme Court of Justice (2003-2017) 
• Alternate Member of the Superior Council of the Judiciary (2010-2020) 
• Decision Judge of the Agrarian Court (2000-2020) 
• Coordinating Judge of the Agrarian Court (2002-2012) 
• Director of the Center for Support, Coordination and Improvement of Judicial Functions 
• Director of the Agrarian Procedural Reform Implementation Project 
• Agrarian Judge in specialized courts located in different regions of Costa Rica (1990-2000) 

 

REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
• Coordinator of the Ibero-American Commission on Environmental Justice of the Ibero-American Judicial Summit 

(2023-2027) 
• Coordinator of the Specialized Working Group on Environmental Justice of the Central American and Caribbean 

Judicial Council (2024-2026) 
• Speaker and panelist at international conferences on environmental justice, access to justice, human rights, 

indigenous peoples, and judicial modernization 
• Participant in international forums convened by institutions such as the OECD and the Ibero-American Judicial 

Summit 
 

INSTITUTIONAL LEADERSHIP AND STRATEGIC INITIATIVES 
Within the Costa Rican judiciary, she has promoted and led institutional initiatives aimed at improving governance, 
expanding access to justice, and strengthening public service delivery. Her work includes the following strategic 
areas: 

• Balanced Scorecard of the Judiciary 
• Judiciary Environmental Policy 
• Access to Justice Policy for Indigenous Peoples 
• Access to Justice and Equal Opportunity Policy for Persons with Disabilities 

This work reflects a combination of judicial experience, management capacity, public service orientation, and 
commitment to inclusive and sustainable justice systems. 

 

ACADEMIC BACKGROUND 
• Doctoral candidate in Law, Escuela Libre de Derecho University 
• Master of Business Administration, with emphasis in Finance, Costa Rica Institute of Technology 
• Specialization in Constitutional Justice, University of Castilla-La Mancha 
• Specialization in Agrarian Law, University of Costa Rica - Honors 
• Law Degree and Public Notary qualification, University of Costa Rica 
• Specialization in Project Management, Costa Rica Institute of Technology 
• IPMA Level D Certified Project Management Technician, ADIPRO-IPMA Costa Rica 

 

TEACHING, PUBLICATIONS, AND LEGAL REFORM 
She has combined judicial service with university teaching, academic writing, and participation in legislative 
reform. She has taught Environmental Law and Agrarian Law at Escuela Libre de Derecho University since 2008.  

She is the author and co-author of publications in agrarian law, environmental law, procedural reform, human 
rights, and access to justice. Her selected works include writing on the incorporation of the Escazu Agreement into 
the Costa Rican legal system, agrarian procedural reform, environmental adjudication, and judicial responses to 
vulnerable populations. 

• Co-drafter of the Agrarian Procedure Code, enacted as national law 
• Technical advisor to the Law on Access to Justice for Indigenous Peoples of Costa Rica, enacted as national law  
• Technical advisor to procedural oral litigation reform initiatives in civil and agrarian matters 
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RECOGNITION 
• Honors Graduation, University of Costa Rica 
• Honorary Recognition from the Costa Rican Bar Association for contributions to agrarian procedural reform (2019) 
• Judicial Merit Certificate, Superior Council of the Judiciary 
• Honor Diploma from the Congress of the Republic of Guatemala 
• Recognition as an Ibero-American Trainer in Judicial Ethics 
• Recognition for Good Practices of the Agrarian Court 
 

SELECTED INSTITUTIONAL FOCUS 
• Judicial efficiency and modernization 
• Environmental justice and rule of law 
• Access to justice for indigenous peoples and persons with disabilities 
• Human rights and vulnerable populations 
• Regional judicial cooperation and institutional representation 
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